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PAPERWORK TO RETURN				      Done/Received

Local Contestant Contract							__________

Resume and Platform Sheets (signed – for judges) 				__________

Contestant Information Packet (attached)					__________

Duties and Responsibilities (attached)				__________

Community Service Essay (attached, optional)			__________


OTHER ITEMS NEEDED

Items to include with local contestant contract

Copy of Birth Certificate						__________

Copy of School Transcript/Proof of School Registration		__________

Proof of Residency (driver’s license, copy of a current bill, etc.)	__________

Color Picture (Emailed to local director)					__________
	
CMN Page Set Up & Funds Raised						__________	



Items to bring with you the day of the local competition:

	Silent Auction Item(s)
	
Talent Music on CD or drive (as applicable)
	 






Information to be used during the local competition.
 
Please type or write legibly exactly how you want this read from onstage or in the program book.


Name:  _______________________________________		Age:  ________________

Hometown:	__________________________________		Grade:  _______________

Parent/Guardians’ Names:  ____________________________________________________



School Name: ___________________________________		Account #: ____________

School Address: ___________________________________________________________


3 (or more) interesting facts about you:







Why do you want to be a local titleholder?







What is your platform issue and why is it important?







Talent type and title (song title or title of your talent piece):








DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

If you are selected as a local titleholder, you must:

1. Prepare for the Miss Nebraska Scholarship Competition.  

2. Attend Crowns and Gowns weekend as well as the Miss Nebraska Competition Orientation weekend.

3. Honor all appearances scheduled for you by local board during your “Year of Service,”, to include:

A. Crown your successor at the following year’s competition
B. Attend local events and community service projects as outlined by your director
C. Visit your local’s area public schools (or other local schools), area libraries, and other approved organizations
D. Any other appearances scheduled to gain experience talking about your platform and/or perfecting your chosen talent (i.e. civic events and church group meetings)

If you choose to schedule your own appearances, you need to have the appearance approved by the local director and board.  We would also like you to include your fellow titleholders whenever possible.  The Miss Nebraska program is a sisterhood, and this is a team effort!   

4. You must stay in school if you are already enrolled in school.

5. You will be expected to adhere to a schedule of talent training/practice, interview preparation, platform development and healthy exercise.  You will receive training by the director/committee and as well as other director-approved coaches.  If you would like training by someone other than the director or approved coaches, the director must be notified and the coach must be approved by the director ahead of time.  

6. The official Miss America local crown is the properties of the local program and is to be worn throughout the year of your reign.  The crowns are your responsibility to keep in the same condition as when you received it.  The titleholder is responsible for any replacement or repair should the crown get broken, damaged or lost.  The titleholder can choose to purchase the crown with at least three months’ notice prior to the next year’s competition date to ensure the local board has time to order a new one.  The purchase price is at the current price of a new crown, including shipping/handling.

7. You must realize that once you become a local titleholder, you become a public figure and representative of the program.  It is to be expected that people may recognize you and react differently to you than they did before you were a titleholder.  You are expected to maintain a professional appearance by being well groomed and wear proper attire whenever you are in public.  You must always present a happy demeanor, show interest in other people at events, initiate conversations, be courteous to the hosts, and maintain humility and perspective.  This is a job which is preparing you for a bigger job.  Be natural and have a good time while keeping professionalism in mind.

8. It is expected that no titleholder will drink or smoke at social functions during their year-long reign.  Everyone is watching, and any negative behavior reflects poorly on your title and the local program you represent.  If a titleholder is charged or sited with any infraction that may put your title in jeopardy, the local’s director must be notified immediately.  If for any reason your behavior does not reflect the values of this program, your title will be revoked.  If your title is revoked or if you choose to give up your title before the end of your reign, all of the prizes you have earned as a titleholder will be returned to the local program.  

9. Your social media page and content is considered a reflection on you as a titleholder and the MAO organization.  Your title is also the property of the local program and you cannot register any social media page/handle, email address, website name, forum registration, or other media without including a year designation whether two digits or four.  You are expected to discuss setting up any social media account(s) with your local director  

10. All cash or in-kind scholarship money must be utilized within one year of being awarded.  Any monies remaining unutilized after one (1) year of being awarded will be returned to the local program’s scholarship fund to be awarded at the following competition.  An extension can be filed with the local competition board before the one (1) year expires.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Contestant                                         	                                        Date

Competition Day Rules and Regulations
1. All rehearsals are CLOSED!!  Absolutely no parents, friends, coaches, siblings, pets, etc. can be in the auditorium during rehearsals.  The only people allowed in the performing arts center during the set rehearsal times are board members, volunteers and contestants.  

2. There will be NO CELL PHONE usage during rehearsals.  Feel free to bring your cell phones but they will remain in the dressing room.  You may check your messages during breaks ONLY.  Please provide parents or traveling companions with your local director’s cell phone to call in the case of an emergency.  

3. Treat everyone and everyone else’s property with respect. 

4. Please stick to the schedule.  If it’s your turn to interview or practice your talent, be ready.

5. The only people allowed back stage (in the dressing rooms) are contestants, local board, volunteers and back-stage hostesses (our assigned volunteers).  The only time anyone (females only) will be allowed back stage will be 1 (one) person to help bring your competition necessities on the morning of the event at the designated time and to help carry out your competition necessities following the conclusion of the event.  

6. Because of the short amount of time between contestant arrival and the event, no contestant will be allowed to leave the location once they’ve arrived for rehearsal.  Back stage hostesses (our assigned volunteers) will be assisting contestants back stage and can help with hair, makeup and changing issues, as allowed.  

7. During intermission, contestants must remain in the dressing rooms.  If a parent needs to contact you, they can get a message to you through any volunteer.

8. Group pictures will be taken immediately after the competition.  ALL contestants need to remain on stage until dismissed.  Please inform family members & friends, they must remain off the stage until all the official pictures are finished.

9. If you or your family does not like the outcome of the competition, DO NOT approach any judges, auditors, board members or volunteers.  All concerns or complaints must be addressed in a formal letter sent to the local’s director following the event.








Community Service Competition Instructions

Please Note:  The Community Service competition is a completely separate competition from the actual event and is judged by a completely different panel of judges.  The scores from community service are not added into the competition scores and the panel of judges will not know which contestants entered the community service competition.  This competition is completely optional to the contestants.  The due date of these materials is dictated by each local program’s director and board.

HOW TO ENTER:

You must write an essay about one community service project you have participated in and how it has affected your life and the lives of the people it involved.  Please try to include the number of hours you participated and how many people benefited from your service.  If this is an ongoing community service project, please try to include dates.   

FORMAT:
  
Cover Page:  In the center of the page, include your name and address and the title of your community service project if applicable.  (Your project does not have to have a name.)  

Essay:  1” margins and double spaced between sentences with 12-point font.  A minimum of one page, maximum of 2 pages.  The community service judges will receive your essays with assigned numbers on them so please do not include your name, address or contestant number on your essay.  

RULES:  

1.) A longer essay doesn’t mean a winning essay.  Please keep it simple.
2.) Community service essays will not be accepted after November 1.  You may email your community service essay to the local director. 
3.) Only the 3 places will be announced at coronation – comments from the judges about your community service essay will not be given.   

WHAT THE JUDGES WILL BE LOOKING FOR:

There will be two categories the judges will score your essay on.  Each category is worth 25 points for a total of 50 points. 

1.)  Content.  The judges will score you on your community service participation, the project itself, the impact, your involvement and the probability of you continuing with this project or community service in the future.

2.)  Format.  The judges will score your essay based on how the essay looks, spelling, sentence structure and the flow of the essay.  
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